
The Winnie Gate 
A Newsletter for Members of the Florida State Winnie Gators 

September 2011 

 

Website:  www.winniegators.org 

Email address winniegators@gmail.com 

Florida State Winnie Gators Officers 
President-Jerry Miller                                             2ndVP-Ted and Janis Fumia                                       Treasurer-Walter and Belinda Feldgoise 
jmiller828@yahoo.com                                           babydogmom@aol.com                                              wfeldgoise@gmail.com 

239-574-2511                                                          813-263-7219                                                             239-354-1150 

                                                                                 813-654-3816                                                              239-821-2582 
 

1st VP-Cliff & Ree Spiller                                      Secretary-Christine  and Bob Ross                             Director-Nancy Miller                              

reclif@gmail.com                                                    rossreross@gmail.com                                                nmiller1213@yahoo.com 
352-422-0310                                               863-273-1587                                                             239-574-2511 

                                                                                                                                                                      239-565-3115 

1 

MYVT [OL WYLZPKLU[.Z JVYULY 

                                       Hello Winnie Gators Members! Itôs time for us to get back 

                                 together and begin our fall season of activities! GNR is now 

                                 historyð and trying to describe the event in a few words - 

                                 almost impossible!  I will recap the  highlights and share  

some ñpricelessò pictures in this issue! A few words to describe GNR, 2011? It  

was a BLAST, it was HOT, HOT, HOT, and the BEST of all was sharing the time  

and FUN with so many WONDERFUL Florida Friends! I can not say enough great things about 

our ñFlorida Familyò. All the volunteers who did what ever needed to be done, the engineers, de-

signers, carpenters, servers, bartenders, messengers, entertainers, cooks, decorators,  ball players, 

trash haulers, YOU all made GNR such a TERRIFIC event for us! Florida was a HUGE spectacle 

on the Boulevard! Our daily Happy Hours drew huge crowdsð and people from other states came 

by often to see what was happening at our rows! One highlight for Florida was the 1st place award 

we received for the Best Website! Phil Halstead does a lot of work to keep that updated and in 

good orderðwe SALUTE you, Phil, for making us PROUD to accept the award!! We made so 

many new friends this year with 35 First Timer coachesðwe were proud how all the group made 

these new folks feel welcome! GNR is now in our rear view mirror but we have terrific memories 

and GREAT pictures to keep the memory alive! Weôll look forward to GNR 2012, ñWIT Treasure 

Islandò July 15ð20. SAVE THE DATES! See you in October! 

Jerry 
*******************************************************************************  
 IMPORTANT NOTICES!  

 

October is the time for nominations of officers in the Winnie Gators! If you would 

like to be added to the ballotðSTEP UPðand contact Nancy Miller for details! 

Itôs also time to be looking at future rally duties sign up, as well as preliminary 

2012 Rally plans. BE THERE so you donôt miss out on the opportunities! 

 

DONõT FORGET!  Voting on the Rally Pin Design will take place 

at the October meeting! BRING YOUR IDEAS!!!!  



Mark Your Calendar!  

2011-2012 Campouts 

 

                      

     October 21-23, 2011                   March 15-18, 2012 

     Grand Lake RV Resort               State Rally 

     Citra, Florida                              Orlando, Florida 

 

 

     January 20-22, 2012                    May11-13, 2012 

     Central Florida Fairgrounds        Paradise Oaks 

     Orlando, Florida                          Bushnell, Florida 
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March Rally  

ñRealm of Winnebagoò 

(A Renaissance Fair) 

March 15-18, 2012 

Itôs never to early to start thinking 

about our State Rally.  Get those 

decorations and the proper renaissance attire 

and head on down.   

It promises to be the best week 

you have ever had!! 

Rally Registration Forms Are Available NOW on 

the website! 

Grand Lake RV Resort 

October 21-23, 2011 

 

Woodallôs gives Grand Lake its highest ratings.  It is nestled 

in the heart of horse country with a 9 hole golf coarse,  

swimming pool, tennis courts and much more.   

 

So please plan on attending.  You will find attached the 

camping registration form and an agenda full of fun!! 

 

Also remember that this meeting has several important  

business 

ñCharity Workò 

Steppinô Stone Farm, Inc. 

I know all of you are aware that charity work is a big part of our club.   

Steppinô Stone Farm is our new charity for the next two years.  So when you are  

packing the motor home with all your personal items donôt forget about our  

charity.  Bring a few extra things and weôll fill a box or 2 to deliver to them.  

We will be their life line for the next few years. 

Calling All Cooks 
 

Remember to get those recipes into Nancy by December 1, 2011.  

It will take a lot of work to get the cookbook 

organized and put together.  You will find on the Winnie Gator website 

the directions for sending in your recipes.  They are attached to the May minutes. 

Dues 
Itôs not to 

early to pay 

your  

DUES 

for  

2012. 

ATTENTION!!  Bring recipes  to the October state meeting!  

For all recipes you bring you will get a ticket for each recipe  

and  be in a drawing for FABULOUS prizes! WE NEED MORE RECIPES! 

DID YOU EVER            

NOTICE?? 

 

 

There is no state that 

knows how to join a bridge 

& road together??????  

 

Those cement barriers in 

construction areas are 

REALLY UGLY and leave 

almost NO LANE???  

 

BUMP, SCRAPE, BUMP  



                                                                     GRAND NATIONAL RALLY ¹2011 
 
                                   The plans were madeðall the details worked outðwe were off and running July 5th 

                                   when our GREAT band of early volunteers arrived at Forest City to begin setting up 

                                   for Hillbilly Jamboree! Various tasks were assigned, fields laid out in record time,  

                                   goody bags stuffed, the float was built, row was set up and Happy Hours commenced  

                                   from the first day! The gates opened for the participants on July 9th and many of the 

Florida folks arrived! The weather was HOT every day with a few storms to keep us aware and luckily we 

had no problems with our row area. Puckerbrush Days filled the first week with lots of ac-

tivities in town. Monday, July 11th was the traditional Florida dinner at Branding Iron 

where 86 members enjoyed the Prime Rib special! Tuesday, July 13th was our Hog Roast! 

What a GREAT eventðwe served 137 people -  amd the FSWG members who were there 

got theirs as a dividend for being a member! What a spectacular displayðit brought people 

to watch from all over the grounds! We already booked the event for 2012! 

 

Saturday, July 16th was the Puckerbrush Parade and 

we were there in fine form!  The crew that designed 

and built the float deserve a HUGE thanks! The 

South Florida chapter Hillbilly Bandðwhat can we 

sayðyou are the BEST!! They played music and 

ñinstrumentsò thanks to the leadership of Ken Perry! 

Many members rode on the float and the walkers 

enhanced the 2 mile route by tossing candy & beads 

to the folks along the route! I canôt imagine who had 

more funðthe audienceðor the float group!  

 

 

Sunday July 17th was opening ceremonies at 7pm. Jerry lined 

up to carry the Florida flag along with 25 Floridians all 

dressed in hillbilly outfits! It was a sight to see!! Our South 

Florida chapter, ñThe Rowdy Bunchò, ñinterruptedò the cere-

monies by telling Doug Formanek they had come ñfrom the 

hills of Floridaò to play on the stage! After a few attempts to 

get Dougôs attention he  finally granted the band permission 

to play on stage and the audience just broke up laughing! 

They had so much fun and got to hang around for more mu-

sic. That day happened to be Bob Olsonôs 60th birthday. His 

wife Kathy staged a Happy Birthday surprise at the  

ceremoniesðall their family came out of motorhomes parked 

behind the stage carrying balloons and signs! In the audience 

we also had some banners and signsðthen our band of hillbillies played Happy Birthday while the entire 

audience played along on kazoos! We had passed out 2000 kazoos and told everyone to bring them to the 

ceremonies!  It was a wonderful fun evening and a GREAT way to kick off the week!  

 

Monday morning our team was ready for the Beanbag Baseball Tournament under the expert direction of 

coach Bill Schilp. We won the first game but lost the second. It was REALLY hot playing in the sun! We 

DID have fun and our 

team was outstanding! 

Our cheerleaders were 

there for support and 

also did a great job! 

Many thanks to Bill 

for organizing the 

team, and to Jerry for 

being the scorekeeper! 

OUR TEAMðð->> 
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The rest of the day Monday was filled with GNR activities for  

everyone! At 3:00pm it was time for our traditional First Timers 

Party! This year Florida had 35 coaches registered as First Timers! 

Our team of bartenders and food servers were in action to make sure 

everyone had plenty of food and beverages! At 4:00pm the rest of 

the Florida group came to enjoy Happy Hour! Damaris Travers and 

Sylvia Smith dressed in costumes to sell raffle ticketsðDamaris 

even did her ñTable Danceò, aided by Dan Tuzzolo. Our THANKS 

to the ñRaffle Babesò and the LUUZERS Club bartenders for doing 

a GREAT job and making this event so much FUN! 

 

Tuesday was the day for judging the row decorations and 

Florida was ready! So many people volunteered to help 

with our ñFlorida Road Houseò. Tom Zopff made the sign 

for the tent and the smoke stack that was on the roof, the 

hay bales were hauled in, the ñcandelabraò Dave Nobert 

made was in placeðthe fences made from pallets Bill 

Schilp picked upðit was all PERFECTLY done! All the 

volunteers who labored in the HOT WEATHER to do this 

jobðour HUGE THANKS to you! The Rowdy Bunch 

Hillbilly Band even played for the judging and made this 

display just PERFECT!! Charlie ñPig Manò Zucker  

arranged to have some live PIGS brought to out site 

which proved to be a fun attention getter! Diane Cipolla 

was the winner of the contest to name the pigs! Now 

THAT was an exclusive honorðher entry was picked 

from over 70 entries! THANKS to Randy Potts for loaning us his PIG made from an oil drum!  

 

Tuesday at 4:00pm it was ROW PARTY TIME! As 

usual, our Florida Row was a HUGE hit! We had 

folks lined up down the boulevard to enjoy our food 

and beverages! We served over 300 people snacks, 

salads, club sandwich quarters, and platters of fruit. 

Our Bartender Team did a GREAT job once again 

making sure everyone was entertained! Many Winne-

bago special guests stopped by to visitðBob & Kathy 

Olson, Randy & Pam Potts, Doug & Pat Formanek, 

Butch & Becky Moore, Sarah & Wade Nielsen, 

(Sarah is the Winnebago CFO) and the WIT Staff! 

The Malekôs Fishermans Band came along on the hay 

wagon and played music so our group could dance on 

the boulevard! We have to thank all the volunteers 

who helped serve and clean upðthe Florida group is 

the BESTðyou all pitch in and we are SO apprecia-

tive of everything you did to help make this event a 

WONDERFUL memory! It was such a BLAST! 

 

 

Thursday morning was the Cookoff Contestðour chefs who volun-

teered to handle the competitionðLarry Bergsman and Frank Cipolla 

were ready for the action! They mixed their secret ñJIò sauce, (Jewish/

Italian) and fixed their Pork Chops to perfection! They created a side 

dish and presented the plate to the judges! One of the judges was 

Kathy Olson who told us later that their ñsecret sauceò was the key 

ingredient! THANKS to Larry & Frank for representing Florida with 

such CLASS!! 
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Friday morning it was time for Closing Ceremonies which ended a 3 week adventure for us, and it was sad 

to see it all end! It was such a WONDERFUL experience and it was a PLEASURE for Jerry & Nancy to 

have represented our state! Our presence on the boulevard was noticedðwe had the 21 days of Happy 

Hours with our area always FULL! To our energetic early volunteersðA HUGE THANKS for spending 

your time and sharing your talentsðyou made a HUGE difference in the work schedule on setting up GNR.  

Many times you were called upon to do a job at the last minute as well as the scheduled jobsðit was so 

appreciated by our area reps who have the responsibility for setup.  

 

It was a few weeks of HOT HOT weather, food, entertainment, contests, parties, seminars, prizes, & FUN! 

Those of you who were not able to attend this yearðget ready for next year! We had 99 coaches this 

yearðtied with Iowaðwe want to BEAT Iowa!!!! Save the dates of July 15ð20, 2012. The theme is 

ñWIT Treasure Islandò which will be a fun theme so get out those pirate hats! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Linda Tuzzolo, Bob Olson, Nancy Miller                             Bob & Kathy Olson, Pam & Randy Potts 

                                                                                                   ñdressedò for the Presidents Dinner! 

 

 

 

         

GNR PICTURE GALLERY  

       Jerry on the kayak trip!                              Bob Olsonôs birthday party!!                     Our 3 pigs on display! 

     The Rowdy Bunch band entertains at our row!                    Malekôs Fishermans Band entertains at our Row Party!  
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